
2012 Individual Income Tax Return Kit

Record of regular and irregular trips diary
Taxpayer’s name		
Tax file number		
Year ended		
Type of car		
Registration number		
Engine capacity		
(Please note that this form must be completed for each car)
Irregular trips 
	Date
	Purpose of trip requiring you to undertake a dedicated business journey
	Driver
	Odometer reading at the start
	Odometer reading at the end
	Distance travelled

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Regular trips 
	Period over which regular trips were undertaken (dates)
	Purpose and nature of regular trips
	Total number of trips undertaken
	Number of business kilometres the car travelled

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Deed of ownership of car
Before a taxpayer can claim a deduction for a car expense using either the cents per kilometre or logbook method, they must own or lease the car, or hire it under a hire purchase agreement.
Taxpayers who use cars for income-producing purposes where they are not the owner or lessee of the car (or do not hire it under a hire purchase agreement) can still generally claim tax deductions for expenses they incur (e.g., fuel).  However, these taxpayers cannot claim deductions under one of the two methods mentioned above.
Note, however, if the car is provided to the taxpayer as a car fringe benefit (including an exempt car fringe benefit) from their employer (e.g., by means of a novated lease or fleet vehicle), no deduction for the running costs of the vehicle will be available for them to claim on their individual tax return (instead, these costs are factored into the FBT and salary sacrifice calculations). 
The Commissioner has provided an exclusion from the strict application of the rules mentioned above. For example, in close family relationships, such as spouses, often the car will be registered in one of the spouse’s names but is in fact driven by the other spouse.  From a practical viewpoint, the NTAA believes that where, for example, a daughter was ‘given’ a car by her parents, but it is still registered in the father’s name, she would have to be able to demonstrate she incurred all expenses for registration, insurance, maintenance and running costs to be able to claim she is the ‘owner’ of the car. 
Moreover, she must be able to demonstrate that she had the power of disposition of the car at any time with the unconditional consent of her parents.  In such circumstances, it is recommended to sign a Deed of Ownership of Car or (where appropriate) a Declaration of Joint Ownership.
Where a car is owned jointly, reference should also be made to Practice Statement PS LA 1999/2.
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